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Section VI, Qualifications and Duties of Counsel 
 

25.  Preparation for Sentencing 
 
 A.  In preparing for sentencing, counsel should consider the need to: 

a. Inform the client of the applicable sentencing requirements, options, and 
alternatives, and the likely and possible consequences of the sentencing 
alternatives; 

b. Maintain regular contact with the client prior to the sentencing hearing, and 
inform the client of the steps being taken in preparation for sentencing; 

c. Obtain from the client relevant information concerning such subjects as his or her 
background and personal history, prior criminal record, employment history and 
skills, education, medical history and condition, financial status, and family 
obligations, as well as sources through which the information provided can be 
corroborated; 

d. Inform the client of his or her right to speak at the sentencing proceeding and 
assist the client in preparing the any statement to be made to the court, taking into 
consideration the possible consequences that any admission of guilt may have 
upon an appeal, subsequent retrial, or trial on other offenses; 

e. Inform the client of the effects that admissions and other statements may have 
upon an appeal, retrial, parole proceedings, or other judicial proceedings, such as 
forfeiture or restitution proceedings; 

f. Prepare the client to be interviewed by the official preparing the pre-sentencing 
report and be present during any such interview.  Counsel shall also review any 
pre-sentence investigation report with the client sufficiently in advance of the 
sentencing hearing to allow adequate time to rebut any inaccurate information in 
the PSI report. 

g. Inform the client of the sentence or range of sentences counsel will ask the court 
to consider; if the client and counsel disagree as to the sentence or sentences to be 
urged upon the court, counsel shall inform the client of his or her right to speak 
personally for a particular sentence or sentences; 

h. Collect documents and affidavits to support the defense position and, where 
relevant, prepare witnesses to testify at the sentencing hearing; where necessary, 
counsel should specifically request the opportunity to present tangible and 
testimonial evidence; and, 

i. Inform the client of the operation of the Sentence Review Division and the 
procedures to be followed in submitting any possible sentence to them for review, 
if applicable. 

 
 


