FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Wednesday, June 28, 2006

CONTACT: Harry Freebourn, 406-496-6084

MEDIA ADVISORY:
State Public Defender Office to Open Doors in Butte

(BUTTE) — Governor Brian Schweitzer, State Legislators and members of the 11-
member governor-appointed Public Defender Commission will hold a joint press
conference in Butte, June 29, for the opening of the statewide public defender system.

Who: Governor Brian Schweitzer, Montana Public Defender
Commission, state legislators on the Law and Justice
Interim Committee, and Chief Public Defender Randi Hood

What: Press Conference
When: Thursday, June 29™ at 3:00 p.m.

Where: Office of the State Public Defender office at 44 W. Park,
Butte, Montana

Why: Public Defender Office assumes statewide responsibility for
assigning attorneys for defendants who have a
constitutional right to counsel at public expense.

The Commission oversees the office of the State Public Defender headquartered in Butte.
State Legislators on the Law and Justice Interim Committee are overseeing the
Commission’s implementation of the bi-partisan 2005 legislation creating the statewide
system.

Senator Dan McGee (R-Laurel), sponsor of the Montana Public Defender Act, and
committee chairman Representative John Parker (D-Great Falls) will join Commission
members and Chief Public Defender, Randi Hood to address members of the media on
the official kick-off of statewide operations.

Beginning July 1, 2006, judges in district, justice, municipal, and city courts will no
longer directly appoint counsel for indigent defendants in criminal and certain civil cases.
Instead, judges will order the office of State Public Defender to assign counsel. Assigned
counsel will be an attorney hired by the state or a private attorney on contract. The
Commission has adopted a strategic plan and is developing standards of practice to



ensure the assignment of qualified public defenders who will provide effective assistance
of counsel to Montanans who cannot afford a private attorney and have a constitutional
right to counsel at public expense.
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