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The purpose of this one-day program is to provide specialized trial skills training in
incorporating issues of adolescent maturity and cognitive development into defense
advocacy, with a focus on the suppression of statements made by juveniles in custody.
The program assumes a basic knowledge of the fundamentals of cross-examination and
oral argument. The focus will be on using information about adolescent development in
developing a case theory for a suppression motion, and in fashioning cross-examination
and argument around that case theory.

Participants will be provided with a case file that will include: a police report, a charging
document, a memo to the file regarding the attorney’s initial interview with the client, a
report from an expert who has examined the client, and a motion to suppress and relevant
case law.

10:30 — 10:45
Welcome
10:45 -11:30

Plenary: Adolescent Development and Competence
Expert psychologist Marty Beyer will provide an overview of the issues of adolescent
maturity and cognitive development.

BREAK (grab lunch)

11:45-12:30

Breakout Session I: Developing a Suppression Theory Using Adolescent
Development

Participants will work in small groups of 4-5 with trial skills faculty to brainstorm how
they might use information about adolescent maturity and cognitive development to
develop a theory of suppression of their client’s statement to the police from the case file,
which incorporates information about adolescent maturity and cognitive development
into the familiar questions of voluntariness of the statement, voluntary waiver of Miranda
rights, and possibly also whether the child reasonably believed himself or herself to be in
custody at the time of the questioning.

12:30-1:30

Breakout Session II: Cross-Examination of Police Officers

In this session, participants will conduct cross-examinations of the police officer in the
case file. These lines of cross-examination should be specifically designed to draw out
the information needed to support their case theories as developed in Breakout Session I.



1:30 —2:30

Breakout Session III: Suppression argument

In this session, participants will conduct oral argument on the motion to suppress,
articulating the case theories developed in Breakout Session I and using the facts
developed on cross-examination in Breakout Session II.

BREAK

2:45-3:30

Plenary: Examination of Expert (demonstration)

Juvenile defense advocate Simmie Baer will demonstrate a direct examination of expert
Marty Beyer based on the expert report in the case file to support arguments for
suppression of the client’s statement. The demonstration will be followed by Q&A and
debriefing.



